Abstract. We surveyed the junction between the central and southern Philippine Trench and the Sangihe Trench near 6øN using swath bathymetry, gravity, and magnetics. These data, along with seismicity, allow us to discuss the genetic relations between these trenches and the forces acting on converging plates. Our final model favors the northern extension of the Halmahera Arc up to 
Philippine Fault
The Philippine Trench and fault system south of Luzon is often cited as a case study for strain partitioning [e.g., Fitch, 1972; Pinet, 1990; Aurelio, 1992; Quebral, 1994 
Structural Synthesis and Discussion

Philippine Trench From North to South
The geometry of the Philippine Sea slab seems rather Figures 2 and 9) . 
